A new clinical manifestation for cheek alveolar soft-part sarcoma: a case report and review of the literature.
Alveolar soft part sarcoma (ASPS) is a rare, histologically distinct, soft tissue malignancy with nonspecific clinical features usually described as a nonulcerated, painless, expanding mass. It has a pseudoalveolar appearance with clustered polygonal cells lacking central cohesion. It accounts for approximately 0.5 to 1% of all soft tissue sarcomas. It has a strong predilection for adolescents and young adults 15 to 35 years old, with a female predominance. In general, ASPS grows slowly, with a predilection for the trunk and extremities and rarely in the head and neck region. A literature review found only 11 cases of cheek ASPS that have been reported since 1952. This report describes the case of an unusually rapidly growing mass in the cheek of a 36-year-old woman. The superficial location of the mass led to early detection and treatment.